Big Brothers Big Sisters First
Holiday Online Auction Begins

November 14"
By Shelley Flynn Singleton, Executive Director

Big Brothers Big Sisters of West Central lllinois is
excited to announce their very first Holiday
Online Auction ! The auction will run from
November 14 ™ through November 30 . All
proceeds will help support the most effective

one -to -one mentoring program in the country.

Items offered in the Auction will include; a

hand -signed autographed Albert Pujols

baseball ; a trip to Napa Valley, California ; Hot-
Air Balloon rides ; an overnight package to the
Rockcliffe Mansion in Hannibal, Missouri;

: a Nintendo Wii

.. justto

Chicago Bulls basketball tickets
System; and an American Girl Doll
name a few!

g

Visit www.holidayforkids.org  to finish your
holiday shopping while helping save the lives
of children in our communities.
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Waiting LisCounter
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Boys 102
Girls 49

Jacksonville Picnic
By Nancy Burdick, Officélanager

Bad weather and flooded
basements did not keep
some people from attending
the Big Brothers Big Sisters
annual family reunion picnic
in Jacksonville on Sunday,
September 14th.

Tickets can be
purchased by
calling Quincy
Big Brothers
Big Sisters at
217/223-5452

Quincy BBBS Chosen as Charity Re

-TSGDQ@M¥%“R " M
By Kathy Brink, Program Director

Christ Lutheran Church recently
announcedthat Qui ncyds B
Brothers Big Sisters would be the
recipient of their annual charity, the

Pl oughmanés Lunch,
Wednesday, November 8, 2008, from
11-2 p.m.

The lunch includes a generous bowl
of soup, a large chunk of cheese, a
hard roll, dessert and choice of tea or
coffee. The cost of the meal is $6.00
and carryouts are available.

To show our appreciation, several
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Quincy Picnic Brings Bigs and Littles Together

By Becky Hackamack, Secretary

Alaina Cook has six words for adults
who might be thinking of volunteering
as a Big Brother or Big Sister.

oDo it. Do it.
With over 110 attending the 2 nd
Annual Big Brothers Big Sisters Family
Picnic on September 20 t at Wavering

Park, there was a lot of fun and
excitement in the air!

Bigs and their Littles were provided
with the fun of a Bounce House, Face
Painting, a Climbing Wall, Awesome
Andrew the Magician, Fire Truck Tours,
the D.A.R.E. Car. They were treated
to free popcorn, cotton candy and

hot dogs.

The Rev. Joe Zimmerman and his Little
Brother Tylor Gallaher, 12, were

enjoying popcorn and cotton candy.
The two have been t

Match of the Month

By Erica Coffman, Match Support Specialist

Tim and Wyatt were matched in
November of 2007 and have been a
steadfast and involved duo in the
program ever since. They bring a
positive presence to every monthly
activity and their relationship serves as
a prime example of what our

program is all about

The pair consistently gets together
once aweek for lunch
school and on weekends for an
activity. Their activities almost always
include a visit to the park and any
observer can tell that they have a
great time together.

time, 6 Tylor said.
movie watching, and enjoy eating

out.

0ltdés something | |
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The event provided an excuse for
anyone who has been affiliated with
Big Brothers Big Sisters to come out
and share some hot dogs and renew
old friendships.

The Quincy Staff looks forward to
seeing everyone atthe 3 ™ Annual Big
Brothers Big Sisters Family Picnic in
September 2009.

As a volunteer, Tim has always gone
above and beyond, serving as a
spokesperson on the local radio and
television stations, and even providing
additional transportation to St. Louis
for our zoo trip. He is very diligent in
keeping contact with the Quincy
office, which is greatly appreciated!
The twosome have consistently
appeared on flyers and in news
broadcasts and have been very
valuable to our recruiting effort.

Thanks, Tim, for being such a great
volunteer!
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Family Health and Wellness Fair to Bene
Quincy Big Brothers Big Sisters

By Kathy Brink, Program Director

Stratton Chiropractic Clinic is hosting

a Family Health and Wellness Fair at

the Quincy Mall on Saturday,

November 8. There will be several

b ooths from area health professionals

to answer your questions and provide
information regardi
health.

Proceeds from the event will benefit
Quincyds Big Brot he

December Roller Skating Date Set

By Larry House, Case Manager

Are you a good skater, or do you just
feel lucky? All matches are invited to
put on the roller skates at The Eight
Wheeler Roller Rink , located at 1204
S. Lincoln Avenue in Jacksonville , on
Sunday evening, December 7 from
6:30 to 8:30.

BBBS has reserved the rink for our
matches, so make a date with you  r
Little, contact us with your

Brown/Schuyler Update
By Tabitha Royer, Caseworker

Things have been hopping in Brown
and Schuyler counties in the past 3
months! We are up to 13 matches
now, with 5 new ones since this
summer! Our matches have been
doing great and continue to enjoy
the monthly activitie s. On October
25t we had a campfire and
pumpkin carving at Mt. Sterling Lake.
We roasted hot dogs, made smores,
and carved and painted pumpkins.
After sundown, we all sat around the
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Good Communication Helps Everyone

Jacksonville Caseworker Corner
By Larry House, Case Manager, Jacksonville office

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Volunteers and Parents: If good
communication is practiced in your
match, one of the major causes of
frustration has been removed. | hear
many complaints from parents and
volunteers that there has been a
breakdown in communication with in
the match. Phone calls not returned,
Little not ready or not at home when
Big arrives, or ¢ca-s¢
mails not answered in a timely

manner or at all i all create

frustration, reduce the fun and
effectiveness of the match, and may
even endanger the match itself.

A good relationshi  p begins with good
communication f a clear statement
of times and places, understanding

by all parties, and prompt responses
to messages i which can provide a
foundation on which activities take
place regularly and with no hassle for
anyone.

Also, prompt re sponses to calls from
the caseworker are not only nice,

Jacksonville BFKS KickoffParty

By Nancy Burdick, Office Manager

Help Big Brothers Big Sisters of Morgan County  kick off the largest fundraising event of the
Mat ches,
Members and p rospective Team Captains are invited t
Participants will receive one free game, shoe rental, pizza, and soda. BFKS Team Captains

Mor gan County

pick up team packets at the event!

Please RSVP by January 16 t, 5:00 pm by calling 217 -243-3821

Date: January 24, 2009
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Place: Bowl Inn, 224 N. East St, Jacksonville

they are required.  Big Brothers Big
Sistersguidelines state that if the
caseworker leaves two messages

and there is not a response from the
contacted party, whether it be the
volunteer, parent/guard ian, or Little,
within two weeks, then the

caseworker is to send out a letter
asking for a response. If no response
is received withdin
chance 0 i s ¢

oJust a little
common
courtesy, time,
and effort are
required to
establish and
maintain good
communication.
It will make your
match stronger,
more meaningful,
and mor e

|l etteréd
is received within the stated time
period in that letter, the ma  tch can
be closed for failure to cooperate

with match support. If Big Brothers
Big Sisters does not hear from you, the
caseworker cannot do his/her job of
monitoring the match | thus
disappointing the child

Just a little common courtesy, time,

and effort are needed to establish
and maintain a good relationship . It
will make your match stronger, more
meaningful, and more FUN!
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in handy:

ySignsx of a Good Match
By Jan Williams, Caseworker, Jacksonville office

When you live hours away from home and only get to

see Mom once a month, it can be pretty hard. School

is good because everyone is like you. No one else

|l aughs at you because you ¢c
though dorm parents are loving and caring, it is not the
same as having someone who cares only for you.

Illinois School for the Deaf elementary students are
getting the opportunity this year to take advantage of

a new program at the residential school . The program
provides an opportunity for students who have
graduated to come back to the school to learn living
skills.

Ten of the students at TOPS (a transitional program for
graduated deaf to help them learn work skills) are

going to be site -based Big Brothers and Big Sisters to ten
of the elementary students. The TOPS students plan
activities at least once a week to do with their Littles
and are often invited to the elementary dorm to help
with homework, play video games, watch a mov

just hang out. The Bigs have lived through the
experience of being away from home and know just
how the Littles feel. Dorm parents for the Bigs and the
Littles are seeing some wonderful relationships develop
and are very enthusiastic about the pro gram.

ie, or

| was invited to see an activity recently at the
elementary dorm where some of the Bigs were invited.
They created pine cone scovered with pine spices for a
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